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Email raises questions on Stewart’s role in Spa City preservation

OPINION

Commentary: Let's build the Micron plant right

The semiconductor facility will bring needed jobs and investment, but it will also affect its
surroundings for years to come. Neighbors deserve greater accountability — and that's why we
filed a lawsuit.

By Timothy Roulan, For the Times Union
Aug 9, 2026
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President Joe Biden, Gov. Kathy Hochul, Sen. Charles E. Schumer and Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand are among
those inspecting a 3D rendering of a Micron factory planned for the town of Clay, Onondaga County, in
2022. At left, Micron Technology CEO Sanjay Mehrotra discusses the project.

Mandel Ngan/AFP via Getty Images
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When Congress passed the CHIPS and Science Act four years ago, | wasn't paying
much attention. | now understand that this project would not exist without billions of
dollars in taxpayer support. Micron alone is expected to receive more than $6 billion
through the CHIPS Act as part of roughly $20 billion in federal, state, and local

subsidies and tax credits.
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Get Digital Access and Stay Informed With Trusted Local News.

In return, chip manufacturers promised to create good jobs, hire and train local
workers, provide child care, and respect the environment. Taxpayers deserve to know

whether those promises are being kept.

| live next to the site where Micron plans to build this facility. The chips produced there
will help power artificial intelligence and other advanced technologies. A project of
this size will bring jobs and investment. But it will also affect the people who live here

— now and for years to come.

My neighbors and | are concerned about potential pollution of our air, water and soil
from the chemicals used in chip manufacturing, including PFAS, also known as
"forever chemicals." We worry about the loss of nearly 200 acres of wetlands and
whether that will increase flooding in nearby neighborhoods. We also question
whether local families will end up paying higher utility bills to support the enormous

energy demands of the facility.

That is why 125 of us formed Neighbors for a Better Micron, and our numbers

continue to grow.
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During the environmental review process, members of Neighbors for a Better Micron
submitted comments regarding PFAS emissions and greenhouse gases to the
agencies tasked with reviewing Micron's environmental impact, emphasizing the
importance of protecting the community so this project could begin on solid footing.
But the permits Micron received for its air emissions and its wastewater discharge

both fail to adequately address PFAS contamination and greenhouse gas emissions.

We believe that these permits, as written, would allow Micron to discharge PFAS-
containing water into our waterways, vent PF
emit significant greenhouse gases without ad

more to be done before this project moves for

We recently filed a lawsuit asking the court tc

air and water pollution permits. We believe th
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this facility can release into our air and waterways, and we're asking the court to
ensure our health, environment and community are protected as this project moves

forward.

For me, these concerns are deeply personal. | love this community. On my property,
I've planted trees, grown food, raised turkeys and chickens, cared for rescued farm
animals, and hired people from Syracuse who were homeless or previously homeless

to help with the work.
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My neighbors and | want Micron to succeed. We recognize the opportunity this
investment could bring to central New York. But we've also seen development projects
promise more than they delivered, and we've lived with pollution left behind by earlier

industries. We have a chance to do better this time.

Micron may not be here forever, but the envirc
project could last for generations. That's why
enforceable commitments to protect our envir

and deliver the economic benefits it has prom
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The public agrees. A recent Data for Progress poll found that while 70% of Onondaga
County voters support the Micron project, 87% also support requiring Micron to make
legally binding commitments on jobs, environmental protection and public

infrastructure. People don't see these goals as competing. They expect both.

Many elected officials have championed this project because of its economic potential.

We hope they will now help ensure that potential is matched by accountability.
Longtime residents deserve a real voice in decisions that will affect our homes, our

health and our community for decades.
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Be a good neighbor, Micron.

Timothy Roulan of Clay is a member of Neighbors for a Better Micron.
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