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California Lawsuit Wants To Ban Hyundai And Kia Sales
Over Child Labor Allegations

A California lawsuit could block car sales over disturbing labor allegations tied to major automakers
accused of exploiting prison and child workers
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e Lawsuit claims Hyundai and Kia violated California’s labor policies.

¢ Allegations include use of prison, migrant, and child labor.

e Hyundai denies claims, citing strict supplier compliance standards.

A new lawsuit targeting Hyundai and Kia in the United States is pushing to block the
sale of their vehicles in California, citing what it calls “unconscionable labor
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practices.” The case takes aim not at their cars themselves, but at the way the
automakers allegedly source parts and labor across their Southern U.S. supply
chains.

Read: Hyundai Owners Say Their SUV'’s Engine Exploded Before 80,000 Miles

It claims both brands have violated California’s Unfair Competition Law by relying on
suppliers accused of engaging “in illegal and unethical labor practices.”

What the Lawsuit Argues

The complaint was filed by the nonprofit group ‘Jobs to Move America’ in the
Superior Court of California. Its central argument is that while Hyundai and Kia have
marketed themselves as socially responsible to California public agencies, thus
allowing them to secure public contracts, they actually operate in ways that run

"

counter to the state’s “high-road” labor policies.

These policies forbid the use of public funds to buy goods produced with
sweatshop, forced, prison, or child labor. According to the lawsuit, Hyundai and
Kia's Southern suppliers rely on all three.

The filing argues that by asserting compliance with California’s high-road standards,
“Hyundai and Kia are misleading California public agencies and consumers, and

giving themselves an unfair competitive advantage over responsible companies.”

Child Labor Accusations
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In mid-2022, Hyundai came under fire in the United States after an investigation
revealed that at least four of its major suppliers in Alabama had been using migrant
children as young as 12 years old to work.

“No company is above the law— especially companies, like Hyundai and Kia, that
are benefiting from public money,” Jobs at America’s litigation director Meredith
Stewart said.

“This case says enough is enough to Hyundai and Kia’s persistent refusal to take
responsibility for the abhorrent labor practices in their Southern supply chain.

Californians— and American workers— deserve better.”

California Lawsuit Wants To Ban Hyundai And Kia Sales Over Child Labor Allegations
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California Lawsuit Wants To Ban Hyundai And Kia Sales Over Child Labor Allegations | Carscoops 11/21/25, 9:06 PM

The lawsuit seeks a declaratory judgment confirming that Hyundai and Kia's actions
violate California law, along with a permanent injunction mandating independent
audits, third-party monitoring, and ongoing compliance verification.

Hyundai Pushes Back

Hyundai has rejected the claims outright, calling them “baseless” in a statement
shared with the press. The company maintains that it “prioritizes the safety and well-
being of our workforce above all else and remains fully compliant with all federal and

state regulations.”

“We require our suppliers and business partners to adhere to Hyundai's strict safety,
employment, and legal standards, and take decisive action when violations occur,” it
said.

“For nearly four decades, Hyundai has been a driver of American growth and
innovation from its U.S. headquarters in Fountain Valley, California, and we value our
long-standing relationship with the state. Hyundai is a major economic contributor
to the communities in which we operate and is committed to providing good jobs,
with competitive wages and benefits,” the company added.
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Teen Flees Police In Corvette Z06 At 142 MPH And Learns What A Grappler Does

Honda Responds After New Prelude Does 0-62 Slower Than A Base Corolla

Experts tested 27 dashcams to find the best ones - these 5 are the best

Japanese Use This Trick to Reduce Sleep Apnea (It's Genius!)

Here Are 29 of the Coolest Gifts for This 2025

The best walking shoes are suitable for men to wear all day.

Scientists Just Linked This Common Food to Severe Memory Loss

If You're Collecting Under $3,950 in SS a Month: You're Eligibile For These 10 Discounts
Senior Benefits And Discounts Are One Of The Few Truly Great Perks That Come With Getting Older
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These Animal Socks Are the Gift Everyone Will Love This Christmas
Animal Lovers Can't Resist These Socks

Learn More

Cardiologist Warns: If You Eat Butter Daily This Is What May Happen
The health food industry cannot deny these results

Learn More

This Nissan Is Doing A Better Porsche Than Porsche

Chinese Carmaker Tried Land Rover’s Viral Stairway Climb. It Didn’t End Well

Seniors Born 1939-1969 Receive 11 Benefits This Month If They Ask
Senior Benefits And Discounts Are One Of The Few Truly Great Perks That Come With Getting Older

Costco Shoppers Say This Fat-Burning Patch Triggers Weight Loss "Unlike Any Other"
Shocking results without diets or lifestyle changes

Side Sleepers Get Achy Shoulders, Few Know This "Side Sleeper" Trick

The Manual Honda That Thinks It's A Baby Type R

The Car Mazda Can't Seem To Let Go Of Just Got Another Update

Study Reveals: Sleep Apnea Patients Show Faster Brain Cell Damage

This Japanese Sharpener Makes Knives as Sharp as Scalpels
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Children Love This “Real” Toy Dog — And Parents Can Hardly Believe What It Can Do! (Amazing)
this robot dog replaces the smartphone—and is set to become the most popular Christmas gift!

Man’s Stubborn Gamble Leaves His House Surrounded By Massive Highway

Dodge Dealer’s Shocking Spark Plug Bill Has Owner Questioning If He’s Driving A Bentley

TikTok Star Ran From Cops For Over A Year Thinking He Was Untouchable After McLaren Crash

Interested in unique autos? Sell your vehicle!

AULITHT i

2024kchevrolet Silverado MD Work 2025 Maserati Grecale 1917 Ford Model T
Ti

rue $80,235 $11,500
$198,987 ) » .

OTLINX A. | sellwild.corr GATEWAY C. | sellwild.com
LOTLINX A | sellwild.com

FIND YOUR ADVENTURE
SOIDE®:STAGE

1949 Cadillac Series 62 2005 Pontiac GTO 1956 Ford Thunderbird

$20,000 $23,000 $39,000

SATEWAY C. | sellwild.com GATEWAY sellwild.com GATEWAY C. | sellwild.com
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$239,000
298 CANTERBURY RD Unit 298-D. Bel Air, MD
Coldwell Banker Realty, Erica Washington
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$45,000
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