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Four casinos head for showdown

By RY RIVARD and JANAKI CHADHA  | 09/30/2025 05:18 PM EDT

POWERBALL: Then there were four.

The high-stakes race to put new casinos in or around New York City is entering its next
phase following a community committee’s approval today of billionaire Mets owner Steve
Cohen’s Citi Field pitch.

“While the Mets may not make the playoffs, I think we could consider this a home run for

Citi Field and for Queens,” Borough President Donovan Richards said before he voted to
approve the project.
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The Cohen casino advanced through a unanimous vote from the committee, despite
continued opposition from state Sen. Jessica Ramos, who appointed one of its members,
George Dixon.

“Today’s vote failed to serve the people,” Ramos said in a statement. Her office did not
explain why her own representative voted in favor of the plan.

Mayor Eric Adams’ representatives on each community panel voted to advance all eight
projects, but four were rejected. On Tuesday, his office criticized some local officials for
voting against the projects that died, including one pitched for Coney Island and three for
Manhattan.

“We are pleased that both the Bronx and Queens have a stake in the game as the state
prepares to select three downstate projects to be awarded Casino licenses,” spokesperson
William Fowler said in a statement. “Unfortunately, the same cannot be said of Manhattan
or Brooklyn whose elected officials walked away from the chance to create more than
72,000 jobs and generate more than $50 billion in economic impact — leaving all their
chips on the table.”

The three other bidders who managed to win over their local boards include MGM and
Resorts World to expand existing gaming facilities in Yonkers and southeast Queens,
respectively, and Bally’s, which is pushing to build a casino on the former Trump golf
course in the Bronx.

With four projects alive and only three licenses to give out, there is some evidence that
MGM’s plan to expand its gaming facility and race track is the project in the most peril.
Last week, when the local panel voted to advance it, the committee’s chair James
Cavanaugh, who was appointed by Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano, worried that “some people”
didn’t want to give the project a full casino license and the “racino” would be neglected as
an “aging slot parlor” people wouldn’t travel to visit.

That suggests Cohen’s project, the Resorts World expansion in Queens and the Bally’s
project in the Bronx have an edge. If the Bally’s project is approved, the firm would have to
pay the Trump Organization $115 million under the terms of a deal to purchase the lease
for the property.

Now the projects are in the hands of the state’s Gaming Facility Location Board, chaired by
former deputy mayor Vicki Been. The board has already posted a run of show for the next
steps. By Oct. 15, it wants the casino developers to submit supplemental application
material, including a proposed tax rate. — Ry Rivard & Janaki Chadha
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FROM CITY HALL

ADAMS’ LOVER’S TELL-ALL: A woman who landed herself a $150,000-a-year job in
the Adams administration after a “hidden relationship” with the mayor has resigned from
her post ahead of the release of a detailed new memoir.

Jasmine Ray — who led the Office of Sports, Wellness and Recreation — raised eyebrows
when she announced the launch of her book “Political Humanity,” which promises to reveal
“her untold role in the life of New York City’s mayor, Eric Adams” and “their hidden
relationship — marked by intimacy, sacrifice, and betrayal.”

Ray’s city job didn’t exist before she stepped into it. She resigned Friday, but declined an
interview request ahead of her book’s Sunday release. Its cover art is enough to evoke its
details: it shows a woman’s hands caressing a man’s head — a bald head which resembles
Adams’. The skyline of the city is overlaid across the man’s suit jacket.

A spokesperson for the mayor’s office told Playbook that, yes, Ray and the mayor did have a
“personal relationship” a decade ago, but that it ended before he got to City Hall.

It’s unclear how much Ray will share in her book — and how explicit the details will be —
but it’s likely to go beyond the throes of a love affair with Adams, who was indicted on
federal corruption charges last year before President Donald Trump’s Justice Department
successfully pushed to have the charges dropped.

In one chapter of the memoir — entitled “Trials and The Call” — Ray is expected to detail
how she was “thrust into a federal investigation,” which led her to “impossible choices
between silence and truth,” according to the book’s website.

Playbook took a dive into Ray’s social media accounts and found a personal relationship
with Adams that stretches back to at least 2014. Photos uploaded to her Facebook account
show her seated next to Adams at a swanky white-tablecloth dinner event and posing with
the then-borough president for a group photo taken after sunset in front of the
Williamsburg Bridge.

Ray, who founded the United States Wallball Association, even got the mayor to suit up in a
“Wall Ball Pro Athlete” uniform in 2015. Earlier that year, Adams promoted her
organization’s Wall Ball tournament from his government YouTube account.

The Office of Sports, Wellness, and Recreation was created under former Mayor Bill de
Blasio’s administration through the passage of local law 62, and Ray, a former recording
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artist, is the first person to serve as its director. Following her resignation, the office’s
website briefly listed just one employee, Maybelline Torres, who was Ray’s former
executive assistant. The Adams administration has since removed its “staff” page.

Torres’ LinkedIn account shows she worked under Ray for about five years at Cornerstone
Daycare — a Brooklyn daycare center that was run by Ray — before they both nabbed jobs
in city government.

As NBC reported, Ray was able to remain a consultant for the daycare while serving in City
Hall, according to a conflict of interest waiver filed by Ray in 2022. The year prior, the
daycare won a $4.7 million city contract to provide pre-K services, the outlet reported.
Gothamist also reported that Ray used her Instagram account earlier this year to stand
with Trump’s executive order to ban trans women from participating in sports programs at
federally-funded schools.

In one Facebook post, Ray expressed skepticism about the need for vaccines, and in a
separate Instagram post, she offered to hire teachers at her daycare center if they had been
barred from working at city schools for refusing to get vaccinated.

Last year, the mayor spoke at a Staten Island Black History event where Ray received a
Certificate of Honor.

“You’re honoring my sports and wellness director,” Adams said with a laugh, as Ray patted
him on the shoulder. — Jason Beeferman

FROM THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL

MAMDANI’S NEW AD: Democratic mayoral nominee Zohran Mamdani is releasing his
first ad of the general election tomorrow morning — part of a 7-figure media push on
broadcast, cable and digital platforms.

The 30-second spot, entitled “Things Can Change,” stresses Mamdani’s focus on
affordability and shows voters across the city watching his speeches from their living rooms
and cell phones. The ad, which was exclusively shared with Playbook, is set to run at 5 a.m.

“New Yorkers have stood up for a city they can afford,” Mamdani says in the ad.

“Zohran has given hope to people across New York who are tired of a broken, billionaire
backed status quo. Working people deserve a city they can afford not just to live in, but to
love,” Mamdani spokesperson Dora Pekec said. “It’s why they turned out in record
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numbers in June and what will propel this campaign to victory again in November.” —
Jason Beeferman

SECURITY CONCERNS: Two Democratic state lawmakers want New York elections
officials to clarify whether campaign funds can be used to pay for private security — a
request that comes after a spate of political violence across the country.

State Sen. Shelley Mayer and Assemblymember Alex Bores asked the state Board of
Elections in a letter to determine whether campaigns can foot the bill for candidate and
legislator security.

“This is a very bare minimum sort of activity,” Bores said in an interview. “We do want to
make it as safe as we can for people to engage in the democratic process.”

The letter followed conversations with state lawmakers across the country at the National
Association of State Legislators, Bores said. Elected officials were alarmed by the
assassination of Minnesota state lawmaker Melissa Hortman earlier this year.

Typically campaigns have wide latitude for how they can spend money. If the board
determines that campaign dollars can’t be used to hire guards, the lawmakers would
consider passing legislation.

“Using campaign funds to pay for private security is not going to solve every threat that’s
faced,” he said. “There’s a much broader conversation about political violence, mental
health care, gun safety — this is not the end all be all.”

The Board of Elections’ counsel in a June letter to state Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie’s
office found that “non-public campaign funds” can be used for security measures.

“In short, it is the consensus opinion that security expenses for candidates and
officeholders may be paid with ordinary campaign funds, provided the costs and scope are
reasonable,” board spokesperson Kathleen McGrath said. — Nick Reisman

FROM THE CAPITOL

TRANS STUDENTS UNDER ATTACK: A coalition of LGTBQ+ lawmakers had a
message for Trump and Adams today: back off of transgender students.

The lawmakers took to the steps of the Department of Education’s headquarters in Lower
Manhattan to assail Trump for stripping the school system of federal funding for magnet
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schools. The federal Education Department canceled new funding after the DOE missed a
deadline to change its transgender student policies.

While they heaped praise on the DOE for pushing back against Trump, they slammed
Adams over his push to revisit a school policy that allows students to use bathrooms that
align with their gender identity — a right that’s protected under state law.

“In our state constitution are imbued the rights of equal protection under the law for our
transgender community and our transgender youth,” state Sen. Brad Hoylman-Sigal said
during the rally. “Donald Trump, Eric Adams, Moms for Liberty — you’re not only dead
wrong morally but you’re wrong on the law.”

The rally was organized by NEW Pride Agenda, PFLAG-NYC, the progressive organization
Trans formative Schools and the Education Council Consortium.

In a statement, Kayla Mamelak Altus, Adams’ press secretary, said that “while Mayor
Adams may not agree with every rule or policy, we will always stand up to protect critical
resources for our city’s 1 million students. We are reviewing all of our options here —
including litigation — to safeguard these important resources for our children.” — Madina
Touré

IN OTHER NEWS

— OFF THE RAILS: A report from Jobs to Move America and Cornell University’s
Climate Jobs Institute calls out working conditions at MTA contractor Kawasaki’s railcar
manufacturing facilities. (Yonkers Times)

— FEDS WITHHOLD FUNDING: The federal government will deny the MTA tens of
millions of dollars in requested security grant funding because New York City and New
York state are “sanctuary jurisdictions.” (Streetsblog)

— NOTABLE NODS FOR CUOMO: Jewish leaders from across New York City endorsed
Andrew Cuomo for mayor in a joint letter. (Yeshiva World News)

Missed this morning’s New York Playbook? We forgive you. Read it here.

Follow us on X
Jason Beeferman @JasonBeeferman
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